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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, January 7, 2016 

7:00 pm – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on Thursday, 

January 7, 2016 at the Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, 

Southington, CT.  Chair Theresa Albanese called the meeting to order at 7:05 

with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:   Greg Ali*, Gerard Bernier, Christopher Borowy, Mary 

Etter & Jim Sullivan 

 Alternates: John Fusco 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:  Commissioners:  Jeff Crown       

 (*Arrived at 7:05 pm where noted.)  

 The Chair seated John Fusco for Jeff Crown.  A quorum was determined. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of November 5th, 2015 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.  Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.  

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other 

 scheduled for action. 

 None. 

 

6. Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 A. Information:  IW #1246 – Application of Dan Larson seeking 

approval to demolish and replace a cabin and adjacent pump house within the 

Upland Review Area to Grannis Pond.   Property Located at 16 East Grannis 

Pond Drive. 
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 Mr. Lavallee introduced the application.  He explained on the aerial 

handed out, on the right hand side there is an area highlighted in red.  

That’s the cabin location.    Mr. Larson wants to describe his project. 

 Mr. Larson said currently there is a cottage down there that belongs to 

me.  The land belongs to the Forestville Fishing association.  The cottage 

was probably built in the 1940’s, pretty run down.  And, currently it is 

located 47’ from the water.   

 I plan on demolishing that cottage and putting in a new log cabin to 

replace it. The current cabin footprint is 24 by 32 feet.  And, the new cabin 

will be 22 by 30’ footprint.  With a porch on two sides.   

 Basically, the same square footage.  I am moving it back from the water 

5 more feet to get out of that 50’ range that wetlands is concerned about. 

 The new cabin will have a concrete foundation.  Also, existing now 

there is an outhouse and a pump house.  The pump house is located between the 

cabin and the water.  I plan on demolishing and getting rid of those, also. 

 Discussion of the location on the aerial. 

 (*Mr. Ali entered the meeting.) 

 Running parallel to the waterfront there is a little asphalted pathway.  

MR. Lavallee noted it would be a stable pad to add to the ease of demolition. 

 The outhouse is further to the north towards the upland.    

 Discussion. 

 The pump house with the well point was discussed.  A new well will be 

drilled. 

 Mr. Lavallee noted he had provided a checklist and the applicant has 

responded to it. 

 He is working with the health department for the disposal system. 

 He has contacted the Natural Diversity Data Base but has not received a 

comment back. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table IW#1246.  Mr. Sullivan seconded. 

Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 Site walk scheduled for January 16, 2016 at 11:00 am. 
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7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

other than those scheduled for action. 

 None. 

 

8. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee reported that on Mark Drive, there is an existing 

foundation from 1986.  He looked at the site and the gentleman who owns it 

wants to clear some brush and trees around it before he builds.  Which I 

could do on agent approval, but I just wanted you to know that if I do it, 

I’ll have him mark it before I approve of the cuts because it so close to the 

wetland here.            

 Discussion.  

 There are a lot of invasives and I have no problem with him taking the 

invasives but there is some nice birch that I think he should leave along the 

shoreline there. 

 Discussion of the pond. 

 Discussion of the setbacks being grandfathered. 

 Mr. Lavallee clarified the agent approval would be just to let him get 

in there for tree removal.  He would suggest a 15’ wide swath to get to the 

foundation where the driveway would be and he can assess it off of that.   

That’s what I would be comfortable with.  I am not comfortable with just a 

carte blanch go ahead and clear it. 

 Anything else he plans to do he must come in with an application before 

this commission. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to allow Mr. Lavallee to do agent approval 

for the owner to access the lot on 29 Mark Drive for inspection purposes. 

 Mr. Fusco seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 - As to the POCD meeting, there were about 25 in attendance stated 

Mr. Sullivan.  It still has to go to the PZC for final.   The senior age 

projections were discussed.    

 - New England Society of Water Professionals (sp) pamphlet was sent 

to all commissioners. 

 - Connecticut Association of Wetland Scientists will have on March 

17, 2016 a meeting. 
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 - Mr. Borowy noted Mr. Lavallee send out an end of 2015 on-line 

course module close out by the DEEP.  Now we’re in a new year, it might be 

more advantageous for us to start the course.  Can you send us some 

information on what we would need?   Mr. Lavallee will send a short cut or 

link, but it should be on the one that you got.  CCSU’s website.  The key is 

you have to take all the modules in the same year. 

 - As to Crescent Lake, they shut it down for a while because it 

hasn’t frozen, yet.  The haul roads were muddy.  If we get a deep freeze, 

they’ll go back in and they have until August to finish.  Hopefully, they’ll 

wrap it up this winter. 

 They have about a third done of the tree haul out they’re going to do.  

It’s clearly marked. 

 Discussion of a depression area which was determined not to be 

wetlands, but they did stay 50’ away as a matter of course. 

 Different ongoing violations were updated.   

 - Site walk set for January 16, 2015 at 11:00 am.  Saturday. 

   

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Ms. Etter.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:28 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


